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IVe C. Spain's relations with the MATC powers have improved consjderably
since the immediate postwar perlod, perticularly with regard to commercial
exchanges and diplomatically with the revocation of the UN ban on chiefs of
mission and Spanlish membership in the specislized agencles, AL present, Spaln
has commercial agreements with all western European countries and sir agreements
with many, &11 the western Europesn countrles have dispatched Ambassadors or
Ministers to the country.

The genersl softening of western European attitudes does not yet extend to
the regional srrangemenis established teo strengthen the political, economic and
military cohesion of the area, snd in perticular not to membership in NATO. In
contrast to the UN, whose membership is universal, NATO emphasizes the strength-
ening of democratic principles and human rights, and the nature and origin of
the Spanish regime have made western European countfies generally wwilling to
accept Spanish inclusion,

The only significaent exception is Portugal, which has for some time urged
Spanish inclusion in Atlantic Paet plans. Portugel, which forms orly & small
enclave in the Iberian Peninsulae, has its netural defense line on the Pyreneces
frontier and is bound by treaty to consult with Spain on all matters affecting
peninsular defense. It has vigorously urged other NATO members to provide, at
least indirectly, for Spanish participation in western defense grfengements, and
has made it clear that Portugal wili not send troops outside the country until
Spain ig included, The Portuguese can therefore be expected to welcomé Spanish
participation with enthusiasm,

VElsewhere in ﬁestern Europe, Spanish membership in NATO can be expected

to cause embarrassment to governments and to arouse the opposition of Important
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segments of the population. In France, virtually the entire industrial labor
forece and the intellectuals reperd France as a syubol of fascism and of the
forces from which Franes was liberated in 1944. The parties wmost adawmant on
this point remain the Socislists and the left-wing Catholic MRP, neither of
which could be expected to vote for Spanish inclusion, On the other hand,
there sre Gaullist and certain rightist elements who inecreasinsly faver Spain's
accession to full mémbership in the Pasct, while French military sentiment favor-
ing a Spanish contribution of troops and bases is reportedly becoming increas-
ingly influential, On the whole, however, the recent Spanish sirikes which have
generally been viewed in France as e reaffirmation of the dictatorial nature
of the regime and as the hope of its immiment collapse, appear to have halied
the previocus slow move away from a strong anti-Franco position of the majority
of the French people.

The British attitude, which remains sdamant on the non-inclusion of Spein,
is important not only in 1tself but because of its Influence on Scandinavia,
A conslderable number of Lehor: Party members believe that Spain is morally,
politieally and militarily a greater 1liability than an asset, and could not be
counted on to support the Labor governmeﬁt in the question of associating Spain
with NATO, The Conservatives, on the other hand, have long advocated closer
relations with Spein, The influence of the British Labor Party can be expected
to influence profoundly the attitude of the Scandinavien countries, partlcularly
Norwey which also has a Labor govermment, DBoth Norﬁay and Demmark at present
oppose Spanish inclusion, although a shift in British sttitude would enable them
to change this policy, albeit reluctantly.

Less difficulty would be experienced in the other NATO couniries. However,
importent groups, including the Belglan Socialists, the Itallan righi~wing
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Socialists and Republicans, and the Dutch Soceialiste and Protestants, can be
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expected to resist any moves to bring Spain into closer relationship
with the West.

Spanish incluslon in NATO, compared to 2 bl-lateral agreement with
the US, would tend to diminlsh fears that US strategy cells for a stand
on the Fyrenees, but it would not entirely dissipate them. The allocation
of defense materials on a large scale to Spain might revive this belief
and wowld run counter to the nabural desires of each power to obtain
as much US assistance as possible., Particularly at the present fime, -
and until western Furope feels itself strong enough to organize an
adequate defense, any ald to Spain will be viewed as depriving more

worthy recipients of urgently-needed assistance,

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000010015-2

SECRET



